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ABSTRACT 



The primary focus of this thesis is an attempt to show 
that President Bush's New World Order reflects enduring 
currents in U.S. foreign policy. This assessment is 
undertaken through delineating, examining and evaluating three 
major "schools ’ 1 of thought which have influenced American 
foreign policy. The three "schools" are isolationism, realism 
and idealism. The assessment of these schools of thought is 
based on an examination of critical writings of leading 
architects, practitioners and specialists of American foreign 
policy. The thesis seeks to suggest that these schools are 
constantly interacting in American politics, and constantly 
seeking to capture the dynamic of American foreign policy. 
Thus, the major objective of the thesis is to delineate these 
schools, indicating their impact on particular American 
policies and relating them to the evolution of American 
thought to date as expressed in the ideals of the New World 
Order . 
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INTRODUCTION 



I . 

The foundation of the United States was built upon the 
principle of "We the People." President Lincoln stood on a 
battlefield and stated: "This nation, under God, shall have 
a new birth of freedom; and that government of the people, by 
the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth." 1 
President Bush has recently reiterated this principle when he 
said: "Since the birth of our nation, 'We the People,’ has 
been the source of our strength. What government can do alone 
is limited, but the potential of the American people knows no 
limits." 2 "We the People," is more than a motto, it is a 
foundation for American foreign policy. 

Every presidential administration, from Washington to 
Bush, has had different views on how to handle foreign policy. 
However, one underlining theme has been constant under many 
presidents since 1860: universal human rights and how to 
represent that policy to the world. To Americans, democracy 
and freedom are something that should be shared by every 
country. Irving Kristol stated: "Those who make American 
foreign policy will discover — that any viable conception of 
the United States’s 'national interest’ cannot help but be 
organically related to that public philosophy — ideology, which 

Janet Podell and Steven Anzovin, ed . , Speech e s of 
the American Presidents (The H.W. Wilson, Company, New York, 
1988), 193. 

George Bush, "State of the Union," Vital Speeches 
of the Day 57, 9, (February 15, 1991): 259. 
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